Parkinson: Discus8ion on Adenoids incompatible with some of the ideas we have heard expressed to-night. On the other hand, I have operated on adenoids in people over 40 years of age. An unfortunate thing is that when the method of dealing with adenoids is so satisfactory, if carried out by an expert, the disease should ever be tampered with. Even physicians dealing with children who have adenoids allow them to grow into adult life with this disability to handicap them, whereas there need have been no danger at all if the operation had been properly done in earlier life.
I would only add that my experience in Australia, is not that either deficient mastication, or intestinal indigestion, or rickets are the only factors, though they may favour the condition. There is often a constitutional or family tendency in causation. When a physician comes upon a case of adenoids, he should so have it dealt with that the whole outlook for that child is altered for the better; the child should not be allowed to carry with it a condition which will probably be a source of injury to the chest wall and other organs.
The PRESIDENT.
We are all aware of the advantage of operative treatment in many cases, but the point for discussion to-day is the non-operative treatment, among other matters.
Mr. J. IT. BADCOCK.
In treating German prisoners at Richmond Military Hospital for broken jaws, I was surprised to see'the exceedingly good development of the men's mouths. I have been looking at mouths for thirty years, and there I saw far more perfect dentures and better jaws than I had ever seen before. I was told that these prisoners had petitioned that they might be supplied with less meat and more breadstuffs and vegetables in their dietary, and that the greatest delicacy they could receive from home was black bread. At about the same time I was told by a general commanding a labour battalion in France, composed largely of Germans, that the Germans had made a similar petition to him; they had more meat than they could do with, and they wanted more vegetables. I do not draw any inference from those facts, but I think they are interesting. I do not know whether adenoids are less prevalent in Germany than in England, but it is my impression that at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from
